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Government of West Bengal is committed to make the State a leader in emerging technologies such as Artificial 
Intelligence, Fintech, Blockchain, Cyber Security etc. Government of West Bengal firmly believes that focus on emerging 
technologies will help to promote the huge technology potential of the state and create further opportunities of 
employment and wealth generation for the people. In this context, Department of Information Technology and 
Electronics, (DIT&E), Government of West Bengal has planned to promote a sustainable ecosystem that can nurture 
technology based innovation, entrepreneurship and continuous skill development. 
 
Artificial Intelligence Knowledge Workshop 2018 is a part of this endeavour. Considered as one of the most important 
next generation emerging technologies, Artificial Intelligence has the potential to disrupt every industry and gradually 
rewire the world economy. A day long knowledge workshop has been organized in Biswa Bangla Convention Center to 
provide a platform for various stakeholders including leaders from industries, subject matter experts, eminent 
researchers and senior Government officers to gather and share their knowledge and best practices on the subject. 
The event was open for students, young and experienced professionals, academicians, entrepreneurs, and industry 
representatives to attend and benefit from. 
 

  
Decoration at the venue Biswa Bangla Convention Centre 

 
AI Knowledge Workshop held on 18.05.2018 is part of a series of workshops that has been planned for the entire year 
of 2018. In March a similar knowledge exchange workshop was conducted on Cyber Security and in April and day long 
workshop on Block chain was organized in the same venue of Biswa Bangla Convention Center. Besides, organizing 
these events, Department of IT & E, Government of West Bengal, has been taking multiple initiatives such as setting 
up a Cyber Security CoE, setting up IT Parks and Electronic Manufacturing Clusters across the state, capacity building 
in IT, and other initiatives all with the intention of giving a boost to the technology industry in the state. 
 
At the beginning of the inaugural session Shri Aninda 
Chatterjee, MD, WBEIDC briefed about the topic of the 
summit. Esteemed dignitaries were welcomed on the 
stage with presentation of flower bouquet. Shri Aninda 
Chatterjee requested Shri Debashis Sen, IAS, Additional 
Chief Secretary, DITE, Govt. of West Bengal, to kindly 
deliver the welcome address. He also mentioned that 
Shri Sen has been the chief mentor to this pioneering 
journey of knowledge workshops. This is the 3rd event of 
the knowledge sharing workshop on emerging 
technologies.  

Shri Aninda Chatterjee, MD, WBEIDC delivering welcome speech 

 



 
Eminent dignitaries on stage, from left to right Shri S. K. Bhattacharyya, IAS, Additional Secretary, Department of Information Technology & 
Electronics, Govt. of West Bengal, Shri Debashis Sen, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, Department of Information Technology & Electronics, Govt. 
of West Bengal, Prof. Dr. Partha Pratim Chakraborty, Director IIT, Kharagpur, Dr. Santanu Paul, Principal Advisor, Department of Information 
Technology & Electronics, Govt. of West Bengal and Shri Hirak Narayan Sengupta, Chairman, WBEIDC 

 
In his welcome address Shri Debashis Sen, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, Department of IT&E, Govt. of West Bengal 
welcomed everybody to this third knowledge sharing workshop organized by the IT&E Department, Govt of West 
Bengal and Webel in collaboration with Nasscom. 
 
He explained that the objective of holding these 
workshops is to make the state ready for the emerging 
technologies. Referring to the recently published draft 
report on digital communication as published by the 
Department of Telecomm, he said that India has to be 
ready by 2022 to be of global standards in emerging 
technologies including Artificial Intelligence, IOT and the 
other areas. This is an effort to create an awareness, an 
eco-system so that everybody knows how the world is 
moving and what we should do right now.  

Shri Debashis Sen, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, Department of 
IT&E, Govt. of West Bengal delivering speech 

 
He referred to the AlphaGo board game where recently Artificial Intelligence has defeated the best player of AlphaGo 
in an event. Kasparov was defeated in 1997 by Deep Blue, the IBM Computer, but it took many years, in 2016 to go to 
the next milestone of defeating AfphaGo a world class player. 
 
Artificial Intelligence is not like that you put a software and the computer becomes intelligent. There are enormous 
works to do at background and lot of training and customization is required. Artificial Intelligence opens up 
opportunities not only for the top-end researchers of which they are precious, and the demand is very high worldwide. 
There is huge scope for employment and the state government through their network at tier-II and tier-III cities, is 
trying to lay emphasis on the use of district talents for doing Artificial Intelligence back-work. There is enormous 



opportunity for boys and girls, especially in the districts for doing it in a very passionate manner and that will help 
Bengal grow forward. 
 
{ƘǊƛ {Ŝƴ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ IƻƴΩōƭŜ /hief Minister Mamata Banerjee has already announced a Silicon Valley of Bengal to 
be built in New Town, Kolkata. The State is gearing up for setting the best Innovation Centre, the best Incubation Centre 
and for the research facilities in this area already many steps are being taken up. The questions to be addressed in this 
workshop throughout the day is that how can Artificial Intelligence help in delivery of public services. The government 
wants to improve delivery of public services. Also there is a need for emphasizing the need for re-skilling and 
understanding new tools so that the young workforce are able to jump on to this band-wagon. 
 
Shri Prithwiraj Mukherjee, MD, PRM Fincon was invited on stage for showing his presentation on AI. 
 
Shri Sen invited Prof. Dr. Partha Pratim Chakraborty, Director, IIT Kharagpur for delivering his key note address on 
άwŜŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ !L ς ǊŜŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇŀǊŀŘƛƎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέΦ 
 
Session recessed for the tea break. After the tea break, when the next session started, Shri Debashis Sen, IAS, ACS, DITE 
announced that a participation certificate would also be given to the participants who will attend the workshop till the 
end. 
 
Shri .Ǌŀǘȅŀ .ŀǎǳΣ IƻƴΩōƭŜ ainister-in-Charge, Department of Information Technology & Electronics, Govt. of West 
Bengal arrived to the Biswa Bangla Convention Centre and Shri Debashis Sen, IAS, accompanied him to the dais. The 
organizers welcomed Shri Bratya Basu with flower bouquet and Shri Basu formally inaugurated the Knowledge 
Workshop on Artificial Intelligence by lighting the lamp. 
 

 
{ƘǊƛ .Ǌŀǘȅŀ .ŀǎǳΣ IƻƴΩōƭŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ-in-Charge, Department of 

Information Technology & Electronics, Govt. of West Bengal being 
felicitated 

 
Shri Brŀǘȅŀ .ŀǎǳΣ IƻƴΩōƭŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ-in-Charge, Department of 

Information Technology & Electronics, Govt. of West Bengal lighting 
the inaugural lamp 

 

 
{ƘǊƛ .Ǌŀǘȅŀ .ŀǎǳΣ IƻƴΩōƭŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ-in-Charge, Department of 
Information Technology & Electronics, Govt. of West Bengal 

delivering speech 

Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ {ƘǊƛ .Ǌŀǘȅŀ .ŀǎǳΣ IƻƴΩōƭŜ 
Minister-in-/ƘŀǊƎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ƻŦ IƻƴΩōƭŜ 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee that she is working 
relentlessly for the development of the whole industrial 
sector, but not at the cost of agriculture. The result of 
recent elections showed that her thoughts and visions 
are established. Industry and agriculture work together 
particularly in a state with huge fertile lands and 
immense population density. By nature IT is an industry 
which is less land intensive, more skilled personnel 
oriented, very high revenue generating and 
environmentally clean. 

 



IƻƴΩōƭŜ /ƘƛŜŦ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ aŀƳŀǘŀ Banerjee has in a quest for creating job opportunity in a sustainable and inclusive 
development model gave a very special place of importance to the IT and Electronics sector, and drawing inspiration 
from her, the DITE made it a mission to become one of the top 3 states of India by 2020. 
 
The DITE has the ability to create jobs which is the primary focal and cause of improvement in daily life of people. 
Inspired by the Chief Minister, DITE has conceptualized the Center of Innovation which has started initiatives to 
leverage the emerging technology. The Government of West Bengal and DITE have already undergone a tremendous 
transformation in citizen-centric services through the internet and AI solutions will further transform more efficient 
citizen-centric delivery system in different sectors like health, agriculture, transport, fintech etc in the very near future. 
 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƻŦ {ƘǊƛ .Ǌŀǘȅŀ .ŀǎǳΣ IƻƴΩōƭŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ-in-Charge, Dr. Santanu Paul, Principal Advisor, DITE, 
Govt of West Bengal ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻƴƎ !ǊŎ ƻŦ !LΥ IǳƳŀƴǎΣ aŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ŜȅƻƴŘέ 
 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ {ƘǊƛ !ōƘƛ .ƘŀǊŀŘǿŀƧΣ !L [ŀōǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ά!L ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέΦ {ƘǊƛ 5ŀƳƻŘŀǊ {ŀƘǳΣ tŀǊǘƴŜǊΣ ²ƛǇǊƻ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ά!ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ !L μ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ пΦлέΦ {ƘǊƛ {ǳŘƛǇǘŀ 
DƘƻǎƘΣ tŀǊǘƴŜǊΣ t²/ LƴŘƛŀ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƻƴ ά!L Υ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ 5Ǌ YƛƴƎǎƘǳƪ .ŀƴŜǊƧŜŜΣ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ L.a LƴŘƛŀ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻƴ ά!L ƛƴ {ƳŀǊǘ /ƛǘȅέΦ 
 

 
Eminent speakers on the dais, from left to right, Shri Damodar Sahu, Partner, Wipro, Shri Kingshuk Banerjee, Director, IBM India, Shri Abhi 

Bharadwaj, AI Labs Kolkata, Shri Sudipta Ghosh, Partner, PWC India, Prof. Pradip K. Das, AI Labs Kolkata and Dr. Chiranjit Acharya, AI Labs Kolkata. 

 
 
The post lunch session began with a quiz contest. Questions were open to the audience and everyone participated in 
the quiz very delightfully. The quiz was conducted by quizmaster Shri Prodip Mukhopadhyay, CEO, WIL. The winners of 
each question were given a Medal, a gift and a Certificate. 
 
 



 
Shri Prodip Mukhopadhyay, CEO, WIL conducting the quiz 

 
Audience participating in the quiz 

 
 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛȊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ά/ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ !LέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇŀƴŜƭƛǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ Shri 
Arnab Dhar of Ericsson, Shri Arghya Ganguli of Grant Thornton, Shri Asheet Makhija of ESRI India and Shri Rajesh Goyal 
of Digital Sherpa. Shri Ambarish Dasgupta, Principal Advisor, DITE, Govt. of West Bengal moderated the discussion. 
 

 
Eminent panelists on the dais. From left to right Shri Ambarish Dasgupta, Principal Advisor, DITE, GoWB, Shri Asheet Makhija of ESRI India, Shri 
Rajesh Goyal of Digital Sherpa, Shri Arnab Dhar of Ericsson and Shri Arghya Ganguli of Grant Thornton. 

 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ tǊƻŦΦ {ƘǊƛ ¦ǘǇŀƭ DŀǊŀƛƴΣ L{LΣ Yƻƭƪŀǘŀ ƻƴ ά5ŜŜǇ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōȅ ŀ 
speech delivered by Shri Debashis Mazumdar, Global Business Manager, Fujisoft. 
 
Shri Suvayu Ray, Project Director, PMU summarized the takeaway of the workshop and the workshop concluded by 
vote of thanks given by Shri Aninda Chatterjee, MD, WBEIDC. 
 
 
 


